CHAPTER  IV
EAELY MANHOOD
" Fame is the spur that the clear spirit doth raise
(That last infirmity of Noble Mind)
To scorn delights, and live laborious days."
MILTON'S Lycidas.
DUKING- these years of the early eighties (1880-
1884) that great Government of Mr. Gladstone's
which opened so triumphantly in 1880 was
rapidly drawing towards its downfall. Checked
in Ireland and stagnant at home, the Whigs
who dominated the Cabinet had been gradually
drawn abroad into enterprises for which they
lacked both heart and capacity. Mr. Gladstone
was losing the middle class, and not winning the
manual workers. Meanwhile that astonishing
young man from Birmingham, Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain, had swiftly perceived the decline
of the old Liberalism, and was building up a new
and daring programme of social and political
reform. He was speaking with a new voice.
He was uttering his mind in simple language,, and
calling things by very plain names.
The heart of the young Lloyd George went out